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ARTIST BIO (revised June-2009): Janis lan

Who are the great songwriters in America today? Not the most popular. Not the richest. Simply the greats.

Ask any student of the form, and Janis lan will be counted among them. She wrote “Jesse” (a song recorded by so many others that few remember
lan wrote it)... “Stars” (possibly the best song ever written about the life of a performer, recorded by artists as diverse as Mel Torme and Cher)...

And the seminal “At Seventeen” (a song that brought her five Grammy nominations in 1975 — the most any solo female artist had ever garnered —
and which is now reaching its third generation of listeners).

lan is a formidable talent, a force of nature. Ella Fitzgerald called her “The best young singer in America.” Chet Atkins said “Singer? You ought to
hear that girl play guitar; she gives me a run for my money!” Reviewers have called her live performances “overwhelming to the spirit and soul” and
“drenched with such passion, the audience feels they’ve been swept up in a hurricane.” Not to mention her short stories, her songs for film and
television... and oh, yes. She also runs a foundation, named for her mother, that works with various universities and colleges to supply scholarships
for returning students; they’ve raised over $300,000 to date!

The glowing reviews come as no surprise to lan’s loyal fan base, who give her web site a stunning quarter million hits per year — even though she
hasn’t had a top twenty record here in three decades. Nor to the computer community, who adopted her article “The Internet Debacle” as their Bible
against the RIAA’s fight to stop downloaded music. Nor her international fan base, who flock to her concerts and allow her to play sold-out concert
halls in Holland, the United Kingdom, Australia, Japan, and others too numerous to mention. Nor the science fiction community, who embraced her
anthology “Stars” with glowing reviews like the one from Publisher’s Weekly that begins “This dazzling, highly original anthology....”

Quite a broad spectrum of interests and communities, for a woman who started her life on a New Jersey chicken farm in 1951.

For the record, lan was born April 7, 1951, and started playing the piano at two. Far from being a child prodigy on that instrument, she hated scales
and studying, and switched to guitar at age ten. (“I figured out that while you couldn’t carry a piano, you could carry a guitar, and that was it.”) Her
first song was written at twelve and recorded on her first album for Verve-Folkways in 1965, which also featured her first hit, Society’s Child. The
song ignited controversy from coast to coast, resulting in the burning of a radio station, the firing of disc jockeys who played it, and a generation
hungering for the truth finally having a female songwriter to stand beside Bob Dylan.

lan took a break at the age of eighteen, retiring to Philadelphia for three years “to find out if | had it in me to be a good songwriter, or if I should just
go to school and become a veterinarian.” She returned with the stunning “Stars” album in 1973, and went on to cover the decade with number one
records worldwide. Her follow-up to “Between the Lines”, titled “Aftertones”, was #1 in Japan for an astonishing six months, a record still unbroken
by a female artist. “Night Rains”, featuring the Giorgio Moroder collaboration “Fly Too High”, managed to go platinum throughout Europe, Africa,
and Australia.

In 1983, after ten unbroken years of making records and touring, lan took an unprecedented nine year hiatus from the visible music world, studying
acting with the legendary Stella Adler and “in general, learning how to be a person”. During that period, she married and divorced, suffered two
emergency surgeries, lost all her savings and home to an unscrupulous business manager, and moved to Nashville, TN in 1988 “penniless, in debt,
and hungry to write”. She returned to the music business with 1992’s “Breaking Silence”, which immediately garnered her ninth Grammy
nomination.

In 2002, “Society’s Child” was inducted into the Grammy Hall of Fame, with “At 17” following in 2008.In the same year, Janis released her long-
awaited autobiography, Society’s Child: My Autobiography, (Hardcover Tarcher/Penguin). O Magazine called it “Hugely readable” and
recommended it as one of 27 “must-reads” this summer. Mojo Magazine gave it four-stars while Booklist reviews it as “painfully candid and hard to
put down.”

2009 sees the release of Society’s Child in paperback (Tarcher/Penguin) and a return to her roots when Janis and Sony jointly unveil “The Essential
Janis lan” timed to coincide with the release of the paperback in September. The double CD-set contains 31 tracks, and is the first “best of” Janis has
ever released in North America. From start to finish, it unearths such gems as lan’s very first demo recording (“Hair of Spun Gold,” sung into her
father’s tape recorder when she was thirteen years old), and features all the classics, completely re-mastered from the original sources, as well as
never-before-heard bonus tracks.

lan is not an artist for the faint of heart, for timid souls who prefer Britney Spears’ auto-tuned vocals to the voice of real experience. Both the book
and the CD set offer an outspoken look behind the scenes, not just of her life, but of the music industry as well. Her story of an agonizing “showcase”
for Clive Davis makes you appreciate your own day job. The harrowing years she spent watching her ex-husband decline, from loving partner to
threatening her life, are as truthful and straightforward as they are painful to read. And don’t forget the good! The end of Society’s Child is
particularly poignant, as lan finally meets the love of her life, Patricia. The two were married in Toronto in 2003.

“It was good to start young,” says lan. “It was good to learn, early on, that what matters is the music. | got most of my big mistakes over with before
I was twenty-one. When people say ‘Didn’t you miss having a teenage life?” I just say ‘I only know the life I lived. | was a teenager, working. A
hundred years ago, no one would have thought anything of it. At least | got to do something I loved! | could have been working in a factory, or a day
job where every day is the same thing, day in and day out. Instead, | got to deal with everything from doing coke with Jimi Hendrix to death threats. |
lived an entire life in my teen years, and | don’t regret a second of it.”



AWARDS AND HONORS

Grammy Awards
...1975: “Best pop female vocalist- At Seventeen” and “Best engineered recording- Between the Lines”

Grammy Nominations

...1993: “Best Folk Performance- Breaking Silence”

...1981: “Best Children’s Recording - Sesame Street: In House” for Ginny the Flying Girl.

...1978: “Best Jazz Vocal Performance, Duo or Group - Silly Habits”with Mel Torme, from the album Mel Torme & Friends.
...1975: “Album of the Year -Between the Lines”, “Song of the Year - At Seventeen”, and “Record of the Year - At Seventeen”.
...1966: “Best Folk Performance- Janis lan”.

Honored by

...the New York State Senate in 2006 for her civil rights work.

...Queen Beatrice of Holland for “extraordinary artistic contributions”.

...MADD (Mothers Against Drunk Driving) for “extraordinary contributions”.

...the Elton John Foundation, and by NGLTF, for her AIDs work. (headlined first AIDs benefit in NY, first AIDs benefit in Nashville, first
pediatric AlIDs benefit nationwide).

...LSU, California for her “artistic contributions”.

...Middle Tennessee University for a “lifetime of commitment to education and diversity in the arts”.

...Women’s Center of Los Angeles for “creative excellence and integrity”.

...Human Rights Campaign Fund, Nashville for her efforts on behalf of gay rights, and her AIDs work.

ASCAP awards for Jesse, At Seventeen.
BMI award for Society’s Child.

Former monthly columnist for
...Performing Songwriter magazine (eight years)
...The Advocate (five years).

Regular lecturer (Master Classes) Berklee College, Boston; yearly lecturer (Art of Performing, Art of Songwriting, Master Class in
Artistry) for same.

Guest lecturer for Belmont University, Learning Annex Los Angeles & San Francisco, Virgnia State Thespian Conference, various other
institutions and schools.

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS

1963 - Writes first song, “Hair of Spun Gold.”

1967 - “Society’s Child” hits #1/ nominated for Grammy - Best Folk Album

1974 - Roberta Flack hits top 10 with “Jesse”. Years later Puff Daddy samples it on Pain.

1975 - Between the Lines receives 5 Grammy nods, winning Best Pop Female Performance and Best Engineering.

1976 - “Love is Blind” hits #1 in Japan for 6 months; the album is #1 for a year.

1977 - “Will You Dance” is #1 in Japan for 3 months; the album is #1 for 6 months.

1978 - Grammy nomination for Best Jazz Duet on “Silly Habits” with Mel Torme.

1979 — “Fly Too High” is #1 in 9 countries, top 20 in U.S.

1982 - Sesame Street children’s record In Harmony I, featuring “Ginny the Flying Girl,” wins Grammy.

1992 - After 10-year hiatus, emerges with Grammy nominated Best Contemporary Folk Album Breaking Silence.

1998 - Raises $73,000 in online auction of her personal memorabilia to fund The Pearl Foundation Scholarship Fund in memory of her
mother.

1999 - Headlines with Jewel, Paula Cole and Phoebe Snow at Madison Square Garden.

2000 - Signs deal with Hawk Publishing for re-issue of her poetry book Who Really Cares, originally published in 1967.

2001 - First short story published on fictionwise.com, entitled Waterskiing Down the Styx, co-written with Mike Resnick.

2002 - Inducted into the Grammy Hall of Fame for “Society’s Child”.

2003 - Signed contracts with various manufacturers ensuring the entire back catalogue would be available worldwide.

2003 - Authored “The Internat Debacle: An Alternate View” for Performing Songwriter, which is quickly released to the internet and
sparks a firestorm of controversy. Article is quickly “Slashdotted, is posted on over 1,000 websites, is translated into nine languages, and
featured on the BBC and TechTV.

2003 - First graduating class of Pearl Foundation recipients.

2007 - Society’s Child: My Autobiography released to rave reviews, accompanied by the first-ever “best of Janis lan” double-CD set.
2008 - “At Seventeen” is inducted into the Grammy Hall of Fame.

...for the most current list of Awards, Honors, and Highlights including Film and Television work, click on www.janisian.com/ephemera.html




